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Dr. Marcellco: This is Ron Marcello interviewing Herbert Young for f%
the Univerasity of Horth Texas Oral History

Collectlion. The interview 1is taking place on

Ooctobher 1, 1885, in Richardson, Texas. I'm
interviewing Mr. Young in order to ‘get  his

reminigcences and experiences while he was aboard

the deatrover U35 Horden during the Japanese attack 1

at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1841.

Mr. Young, to begin this interview, Juet very

briefly give me a biographical sketch of yourself.
Tell me where you were born and when you were born.

tfr. Young: I was born in Forest Hill, Louisiana. I was ralsed
there and Jjoined the Havy when I was sixteen, on
April 14. 1 was a farm boy, and at that particular
time there was very little work there, sc I Joined
the Havy to survive the Depression.

Dr. Marcello: That's a reason that a lot of people of your
generation give for entering the service at thai
time.

Mr. Young: Moet of them did. I wanted to get away. I was only
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gixteen, like I said. My brother had gone in already,
and my other brother was in the Army, and I wae lonesome
flaughter).

In what yesar were ¥you born?

I was born in 19824, on Hovember 4.

And vou entered the Navy when?

On April 15, 1841.

Why did you decide to join the Navy as opposed to one of
the other branches?

Well, as I just eaid, my brother, Richard, wag in the
Havy, and 1 was lonesome. And 1 always respected the
Navy. 1t was the farthest away from wg. 1t wasn 't like
the Army--that old drab brown that they had. 5S¢ I
wanted to Join the Navy.

How long wae the term of enlistment when you went in?
Well, they had a minority cruise at that particular
time, It was sort of odd. My nother really
didn "t want me to go in, but I had a good friend, an old
man who was about seventy, Mr. Chamberlain. I never
will forget him. I had to get a statement from someone
that I was seventeen yvears old in order to join, and my
mother wasn't Jjust about to give me one of those
(chucklel. S0 1 hornswoggled Mr, Chamberlain intec
signing my statement that I was a year older than I
really was. {Chuckle) That s how 1 did 1t.

Where did you take your boot camp?
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In San Biego.

Was there anything eventful that happened in boot camp
that you think we need to get as part of the record, or
was it the normal Bavy boot camp?

I imagine it was Jjust normal. Well, my shoulders peeled
from the heat and that bright sun. You'd think that
being from Louisiana and being a farm boy, I'd already
e used %o that, but it's a dry heat out there. I
peeled. My noee peeled; my shoulders peeled. That wase
the moest eventful thing., And those shotsa! Man, they
were out of +thise world! I never will forget those
{chuckle).

How long did boot camp last when yvou went there?

It was three months.

Three months?

Yes.

So they had not vet cut back on boot camp as they were
to do later on.

No, they hadn ™ t.

tkay, describe the process, then, by which you
eventually got assigned aboard the USS Horden.

Well, as I told you, my brother, Richard, was on the
Horden. After I got out of boot camp, I went to a radio
signal school Dbecause I had always wanted to be an
electrician, and that was the nearest thing to

alectrician that 1 could be. 5o I signed up for this
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radio signal school, hoping that I'd get to be an
electrician, but I ended up being a signalman instead--
there at that school. I found that 1 didn"t care for
that, so0 I turned in a petition to be removed and toe be
put sboard the HWorden. 5o my request was accepted, and
1 was sent to the destroyer base in San Diego. A week
later, I was put on the Horden.

For +the record, vou mentioned that your brother was
slready on the Horden. What was his name, because we
will talk about him later on?

Okay, Richard--RE. 0. Young.

When you went aboard the destrover Worden, what sort of
funciions did you initislliy have there?

Well, I was a seaman second class, so my Primary duty
was scrubbing the deck. Almost immediately, I got
aasigned to mees cook duty.

And what did mess cooking consist of aboard the Horden?

At that particular time, you had to set the tables, and

you had to put out the silverware, and you had to take

the trays of food to them. Later on, they had to rpilck

up their own food, but you had to give themn their

and their water and their coffee. You kept

the coffee pot and the cupse full and this sort of thing.

You was sort cf, well, 1°d say, a slave-—that s what I

felt like.

How wasg the Horden feeding family-style at that time, oOr




Young:

Marcello:

Young:

Marcello:

Young:

wag 1t cefeteria-etyle?

When I first went aboard, it wae family-style. Later
on, 1t got to be cafeteria, where you picked it up at
the window and went down the deck and took your seat in
the mees hall.

I do %now that in some cases mess cooking could be
profitable in that, come pavday., the people at the table
would throw ln some tips.

Hell, vou got extra pay for being a mess cook in the
first place, and then you did get a tip of a nickel or
dime--a nickel was a lot of money in those days
(chuckle). You would get a nickel or dime from some of
the more experienced sallors--the chiefs and whatnot.
You was really lucky if vou got to gerve the chiefs.
The officers had the regular crew--the black boys--serve
them.

How would you describe the morale aboard the HWorden at
the time you went aboard in 19417 Wae it a happy ship?

It was. But my first impresesion, when I walked dowun
this lonely dock by myself, with my sea bag--if you ve
ever seen a salilor with a sea bag and a sleeping bag on
top, and it's all real properly adjusted--and saw the
Worden, I thought, "Good grief! What a mess that thing
ig!"” it was all brown-looking and gray, and the water
Was...it just scared the dickens out of me. But as I

got aboard, everyvthing looked shiny, and evervbody
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geemed happy. People walked up and introduced
themselves to me. It was just like one, big, happy
family.

How old a ship was the Horden?

Well, the keel was laid in 1932, and it was commissioned
in 1835. It was put into operation in 1938, I believe
it was.

So it was not a real old destroyer, then, and 1t was not
a four-stacker.

No, it was one of the flrst two-stackere, though.

Let s talk & little bit more about asome tﬁings that may
have contributed to the high morale abeocard the ship.
What wasg the food liks?

Well, it was good. But my first day at sea waen't too
good. It was a calm sea, and it was on Friday, and
steamed fish never was one of my favorlte dishes
{chuckle}. As you go down into the mess hall, and with
the smell of that steamed fish coming up to me, that
wasn’'t a very good meal (chuckle}. But, as a whole the
meals were very good, I would say.

I'm assuminz that, as ie the cage on most destroyers,
your living quarters were rather cloee or cramped aboard
the Horden?

Yea, they were. Cur quarters were underneath the
bathroom or toillet. The head was up on the top deck,

and we were underneath it. We had portholes, and that’s
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the only air we had. We had no fans or anything of this
nature, There wag no air-conditioning; it was unheard
of at that time. There were not even fans, because they

needed all the power to operate the ship. 5o we would

-open these portheoles. Occasionally we'd get a bath,

though. HWe had our lockers underneath the bottom bunk .
The bottom bunk was alwaye for the biggest man, because
the biggest man always gets the best {chuckle).
Shoemaker had the bottom bunk, and my brother Richard
had the next one, and I slept on the top. Each morning
I had to get up first and 1ift my mattrees up
and chain it to the wall, and then my brother would do
the same, and then Shoemaker, before we could ever start
getting dreseed. That was the procesgs vou had to go
through. All three beds had to be folded up in order to
get to your leockers.

After you got out of mess cooking, then what sort of
Punctions were vou performing sboard the Worden?

I didn 't actually get out of mess cooking. I went right
from mese cooking to a ship’s cook, so I more or less
just moved up from sgerving them. After the war had
atarted, there was no longer time for mess cooke to
gerve the men on the deck, in the mess hall, s0 the mess
coocks were used to serve coffee around the ship on the
watches. That was done during the peacetime, alse, but

we didn’t have many watches then. They would plck up
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their meals at the window. 1 became a ship'g cook
striker, 1s what we were called--an apprentice ghip's
cook, is what you could say I was.

When did the Horden gc to Pearl Harbor and more or less
stay there on a permanent basis or operate out of there
on a permanent basis?

Well, that wae normally their base--there in San Dlego.
When I got aboard her on September 15, I bellieve it was-
-these dates, I'm not quite sure of--I believe it pulled
out on September 17 and headed for Pearl Harbor. It
took us five dayve to get there.

S0 you were out there approximately four or five months
before the attack actually took place.

Oh, vea. We had plenty of target practice and this sort
of thing.

Once the Worden gets ocut thers, describe for me what its
daily routine would be like. What was its function once
it g0t out to Fearl Harbor?

Well, before we got to Pearl Harbor, as Diamond Head
came in to view just to where you could see it--even the
airplanes today do 1it; when we went vack for the
reunion, we saw that--they started playing this Hawaiian
music, that steel guitér mueic. ‘They plaved it several
times on the ship. It s more like a home, really, or a
job where you have your radio playing. They had it on

all of the loudspeakers. As we pulled into the bay,



e ke
e R e L

g

E3

Marcello:

Young :

there was no other ships going in but ue. Everybody was
waving to everybody--you re glad to see old shipmates
and thie sort of thing. OCur daily dutles weré Just
moping the decks and chipping the paint and painting the
decke and this sort of thing., If you've ever besn
around in the Army or Navy or any of that, they 1l keep
vou busy doing something, that’s for sure {chuckle}.
Something that struck me funny was all the hammocks.
A we got down around Hawaii, the first class petiy
officers got %o sleep up on top deck. Up on the
topaide, vyou had fresh air; down underneath was etinky
and no fresh air coming in, no nothing. Aes far as what
we had to do, it was normal duty just 1lke I said--
chipping paint and this sort of thing.
Ukay, now Wwe have the Horden at Pearl Harbor. What sort
of routine or operations does it undergo as & part of
its daily training once it gets there?
Well, as I told you, I was a ship’s cook, 80 my Job was
pretty well in line. Once I got one meal cooked, there
wasa another one coming up; or I was peeling potatoces or
gomething. Before I amctually became a gtriker--uhile I
was 8tiil a seaman second--we were gplicing cable and
rope and this sort of thing--the normal time Dbetween
cooking. TYou had a lot of spare time to read books and
this sort of thing because, really, there was hothing

else to do zsboard ship but read.
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What was the MWorden, ltself, doing once it got to Pearl
Harbor? In other words, was it engaged in any anbti-
agubmarine patrols outside the harbor, or did it g out
with the battleships and so on? Exactly, what kind of
maneuvers and patrolling d4id it undergo?

We took several...I guess you could call them convoys.
We escorted several ships. Shortly before I went aboard
her--before ashe came to San Diego--they had Jjust come
back from the Philippines and had run out of fuel. They
had to rig eails and sail back to Hawall ender sail. My
brother was telling me about that.

Our duties were...wWwe would go out for three- or
four-day patrols and then come back in and set for three
or four days and then repeat it. We'd take turns at
doing this--patrolling the area at that particular
jeland. We would go out for gunnery practice, and, oh,
a couple of times we won the Navy "E” and this sort of
thing.

While we were at sea, we would have swimming parties
over the side, and we had shark watches. I recall one
of the swimming parties that took place. 1 really never
learned how to swim like a professional. 1 was more or
less halfway between a dog paddle and trying to swim. 1
tried one of these swimming parties. Of couree, Yyou
know, +the c¢losest land is two miles gtraight down

{chuckle}), sc I didn't get too far away from this

i0
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Jaceb'a ladder. Just about the time I gave owt of
breath amd I thought I'd better get over there and get
hold of that Jacob s ladder, a wave caught the ship and
juet rolled it up. Here I am, trying to climb the gide
of this ship to get the Jacob’'s ladder and I couldn’t
get it (laughter).

A little bit of panic there.

Yes, just & little bit (chuckle).

You mentioned that the Horden would engage in gunnery
practice when it went out there, and I'm sure this also
included antiaircraft practice and so on. I'm assuming
that the antiaircraft armament aboard the Horden after
Pearl Harbor was a lot different than what it wae before
Pearl Harbor.

No, we never got our armament changed until we came back
to Vallejo. It primarily staved the same to the bhest of
my knowledge--I° 1l put it that way. We were in the dry
dock in Pearl Harbor for a short time for gunnery
repaira, but I don 't recall them removing any of our
guns at that particular time.

But I'm sure that before Pearl Harbor, you didn’t have
the 20- or the 40-millimeters, did wvou?

No, no, no. This came qulite a bit later, when we came
back to Vallejo, 1like 1 said. That antialrcraft
practice that you were talking about, (chuckle) we had a

gock we would shoot at. You ve probably heard c¢f s
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sock. The biggest problem was that the pilot would fl¥
aver and say, "Get that damned gun off of me!"”
{laughter) They had a drone that they would fly over
oceaslonally, and we had six ships 1lined up there
ghooting at that dern thing. 1t went through, and then
it turned around, and she came back through, and nobody
hit it (chuckle).

What ships would you normally be operating with when you
went out on these exercises?

gur sister ahips--not the Dobhin. The Dobbin never l=ft
port, that 1 know of. It was strictly & supply ehip.
We would go out with the battleships, and we would g0
out with the cruisers. All the armored vessels would go
out and have firing practice together. When we would
have sea-to-sea practice, we would have a tugboat towing
a target for uB. Sometimeg the tugboatl got ehot at
{laughter}.

Aa one gete closer and cloger Lo December T, and as
conditiona between the United States and Japan continued
to get wWorae, could you in your position detect any
changes at all in the routine of the MWorden?

No, not really. But I could feel it in my bones. I
don 't know how, but my wife was reminding me the other
day about me writing my mother a letter telling her that
we were going to have to fight %the Japanese. As far &as

the routlne was concerned, no, there waren  t© any

12
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changes. In fact, I have had several fellows agree
with me. When they really get down to the ol ™ nit-picky
of it, when the bombs started dropping, they were still
in bed. We were not expecting it at all.

One of the fellows off the Dobbin told me that on

numerous occasliong, when those destroyers tied up next

to hie ship in those days and weeks immedlately prior to
December 7, they would have to have their supply of
depth charges replenished. The scuttlebutt was that
they had been dropping those depth charges elther at
real or imagined submarines out there. Do you remember
whether or not the Worden participated in any activities
of this nature?

They were doing a lot of that. We really couldn't tell
you whether it was suba or not. A%t least I couldn i--
I1°11 speak for nmyeelf--tell vou whether they were
practicing or whether they were doing it on purpose.

But they were dropping depth charges?

They were dropping depth charges, but what they were for
1 could not tell you. We had two different types. How
they c¢ould have been just trying them out. We hkad one
type vyou shot off the side, and then we had the type
that rolled off the back. Like, our torpedoes, we fired
those several times off the ship, and then we'd go out
and pick them up after they had run their course. We'd

see whether we had hit the target, and then they’d

13




arcello:
Young :
Marcello:

Young:

Marcello:

Young:

Marcello:

Young:

Marcello:

Young:
Marcello:

Young:

lower the boat over the gide and go pick them up.

Where was your general quarters station?

Number one gun.

And your function there was to do what?

I w#aa & hot powderman (chuckle). But during Fearl
Harbor, I wasn’'t. There wasn't that many men aboard
ship. I was the hot powderman.

For the benefit of those who listen to this tape or read
the transcript later on, what is the function of the hot
powderman?

Well, as a gun fires its shell, the canister that the
powder comes in...on a 5-inch/.38 lt's & brass canister,
and as it ie ejected, it comes flying out of <the back
end of the zun. If @somecne isn’t there to catch it, it
will go eailing across and hit somecne. That is what 1
wag suppoged to do, was catch that thing when it started
out that gun.

I'm assuming that vou had some sort of asbestes gloves
or whatever to put on your hands.

Yes, because they were real hot.

Let's talk a little bit about your liberty routine
aboard the Horden. How did the liberty routine work?
How was it set up?

Before Fearl Harbor?

Yes, before Pearl Harbor.

We had a port-and-starboard liberty. My brother and 1T

i4
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got to go ashore together. We had one gocod liberty that
was really Ainteresting to both of us, and our Zfamily
atill remembers it, if you are interested in that.

Sure.

Shoemaker, Richard, and myself went teo Honolulu to do

our Christmas shopping for our families. This wae

before Pearl Harbor. My brother and I had one niece,
the oldest, and she was sort of our faveorite. Then
there was her brother, younger sister; and then my
brother had one son; and then we had one baby brother
that was the same age--a change of life baby--as those.
There was about four or five children that we wers
buying presents for--boys and girls. Well, being the
youngsters that we were, I wasn't old enough %o buy wine
or alccholic beverages. Richard wouldn’t do it Dbecause
he was a 1little bit on the religlous side. But
Shoemaker would do almost anything, so he bought the
wine for us. We went up to the YMCA, and we rented ues a
room: and we took all of our presents, and we spread
them out, and we proceeded to wrap them. Well, I don’t
know what did happen, but I guess it was that wine thnat
got to us. Lillian, my oldest niece, instead of getting
the doll that she was supposed to have gotten, got a
car. Stanley, instead of getting the car, he goi a doll
{chuckle). You get the picture. In other words, when

they got the pregents--what they ended up doing—-they

15
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had to spread them all out llke we had and then try to
figure out what we meant for who {laughter). That was
quite a memorable deal there.

On our other liberties, we would sometlimes &0 to
Waikiki Beach. I wae conslderably younger, like I said,
and my brother was in the Statee when we first got 1o
Hawail in September of 1841. 5o I had a friend that was
in boot camp with me that was horn and raised in
Honolulu, eo I went to see him. We went to Roosevelt
Bigh School, and since 1 was only sixteen, those boys
and girls there were about the same age ag 1 was. i
participated 1in some of their activities--thelr dances
and whatnot--at Roogevelt High School.

Of what significance were Hotel and Canal Streeta to the
aailors during those days?

That was the main drag to them.

And what could one find on Hotel and Canal Streets?
Juat about anything you wanted?

Houses of progtitution {laughter}. Houees of
prostitution is what they were. There were three of
them right in a row--bing, bing, bing.

Do you remember the names of the places?

Ho, I don't.

I guess there wWere all kinds of establishments on those
streeta to take the sallors’ money, Were there not--

everything from the houses of prostitution to the curio
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shops to the tattoo parlors and sort of thing?

Yes, they had all kinds of tattoo parlors. In fact,
there’s one thing that is stuck in my mind. On the
corner of King and Canal Streets, I think it is, they
had a young girl etanding on the corner with a...I don't
know whether you ve seen the hot tamale buggies they
have around here. Well, she had this full of hot dogs.
She wag standing on the corner velling, “Hot doggle,
doggie, doggle, doggie!”™ (Chuckle)} She was there every
day with those hot doge. fcross from her was a man. Of
course, she had better business than he did--all the
sailors would go see her. They had these photo shops
where you take a picture with the toplese girl.

In fact, when we went back recently, Marguerite, my
wife, aeked i1f this girl--where we were having the luau
-—would pose with me for a picture. So she sald,
"Sure." We didn 't know at that particular time that ghe
was one of the employees--1 thought that she Just
wandered through there. BShe pulled off this blouse or
whatever she had, and she had a halter on underneath it.
I turned to her, and I said, "You re not quite the way
they posed with me in 1541." And she sBaild, "How's
that?" And I said, "It was toplesas!" (laughter)

Did the Worden normally tie up over with the Dobbin and
the other destrovers when it came in?

Yes,

17
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So therefore wyou would have to take a liberty launch to
get from your ship to the beach.

Yes. The Dobbin normally furnished the liberty boat.
You haven't asked me...as I told you, 1 was sixteen.
They found out that I was sixteen shortly bhefore the
bombing of Pearl Harbor. I don’t know how they found
out. The captain called me up in front of the executive
officer and two other officers. He called me up to his
cabin. If you can imagine, at sixteen years old, what
you would have felt like in front of all this Tbrass.”
Well, what happened was that Herbert Young, when we were
in boot camp, had exactly the same name I did. We were
in boot camp together. He got zent to China, and I &ot
sent aboard the Worden. My records went with him, and
his records came with me. Well, his mother had written
to the HNavy Department and told them how o0ld he was,
and, incidentally, he was underage, also. He had had =&
gister that had tried to commit sulcide. He was from
Tennessee. So I had no ideas that they had the wrong
records, because when they whipped that on me about
heing sixteen, 1 said, "Yes, slr. I'm sixteen.’ I
admitted that I wae alxteen, and then he told me about
my eaister committing suicide or trying to commit
Buicide. 1 said, "Ko, sir. I don’t know that.” Bo he
went on, and finally it came out. He kept trying o

find out if I was from Tennessee, and I kept saving,

18
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"No, i'm from Loulsiana. No, 1I'm from
Louisiana.” 3o finally he accepted that. He &aid,
"Well, we have a problem. We are going to have to
discharge you and send you hack home.” Thie had to be

around October 1--it was very shortiy after 1 want

-aboard. He sat there and he thought for a minute, and

he said, “Well, if you would consent to having some
guardian, 1 could let you stay, but 111 be taking &
chance. Bon t ¥you mess up. "

How all this-is because ¥ou wWare underage--glxteen.

Yes, ves, 1 was still aixteen, but 1 would have heen
geventeen in November. Naturally, 1°d accep® anything
sfter going through boot camp. 1  thought, “Man, coh
man'!" So 1 eald, "Yes, sir, 111 be glad ®wo!” S0 he
assigned three first class to watch over me. Evér?time
I got liberty. 2 firet class petiy officer went ashore
with me Dbecause I couldn’t €0 into any beer Jolnits,
liguor stores, or houses of prostitution. That wae no
way! So they would park me on the street. I would s8it
out on the street while they went into the beer joint
and got loaded {chuckle}, or to the houses of
prostitution. Wherever they wanted to £0. that's where
we went. That’' s how I apent most of m¥ liberties until
1 got free of them guardians that 1 had {(chucklel.
That ' & an interesting story, and I'm glad you mentioned

that for the record.

18
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That was strictly illegal. The captain wasn’t supposed
to do it; I wasn’'t supposed to do it. But it happened.

This brings ue into that weekend of December 7, 1941,
Mr. Young, and, of course, we want to go into this in as
much detail as you can remember. ¥When did the Horden

come in that weekend? Do you recall? Did it come in

on Friday?

We were there two or three days before. It didn’t really
matter what position you wers alongside the Dobbin, and
I aseume the only reason wWe parked alongseide the Dobbin
wag to keep from dropping anchor. They didn’t have that
many buoya in there, and evervtime ¥you dropped that
anchor it was gquite a Jjob. You had to wash the chain
off to keep it from rusting, and you had to paint it to
keep it from corroding and all this. Ae we came in,
swhoever was firest, 1 assume, gould tie up next to the
one that was already there.

And where did you tie up? Do you recall what the order
of tylng up was?

Well, there has always been a controversy over that. I
maintain we were the second ship from the Dobbin, &and
the Hull or the DeHey was the first. Yesterday, after
talking *to sSome of the men, 1 came to the conclusion
that I was wrong in thinking that it was the Dewey. How
there is going to a lot of digagreement on that gubject,

but that was the way 1 saw it. The ship that was
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between us and the TDobbin when we started to get

underway, they pulled out before we did. I thought 1%t
rather odd because here we sat, right out in the middle
with us tied alongeide of the next ship, which I asguned
was the Desey on our port aide and then the Maclonough
on the outside of her and then the Phelpa was in the
line up. The Hull was next to the Dobbin, the Horden
was next, and the Demey, and then the Machonough, and
thenn +the FPhelps. The FPhelps was the one that Egot
underway first. 1f the Hull was next to the Dobbin, she
got underway next, and that left us three grouped
together Jjust fiocating (chuckle}. Then we got underway
about 9:30.

Once you tied up with that cluster of ships there at the

Dobbin, were there any kinds of repairse that the Horden

-was going to usndergo? In other words, was any of its

machinery torn down in any way at thaet point?

Mot that I know of. The npormal duties were going on.
The day before, not Sunday morning, but Saturday, We
were cleaning the guns and that sort of thing--Jjust
something to keep busy more or jegs. The Deuwey had a
vusgted boiler, but we had no problems. It took us aboul
an hour-and-a-half or an hour to get steam up to getb
underway.

What did you do that gaturday of December 6, 19417 Do

you remember what your personal routine wae?
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Well, as I +told vyou, I was a ship's cook, and I
(chuckle) preparing the food. In port like that, as =&
rule the chief stays ashore. He s a higher-up. He had
that privilege. He probably had his family or whatever
there. And the first class, he never does anything but

tell the second class; the second class tells the third;

the third tells the seamen. That'e the string of
command. As I was a striker, it was my duty to do the
wOrk. I was up at 4:00 or 5:00 cooking the breakfast
and whatnot for the crew, and they got up at daybreak.
Let's move into that morning of December 7, and, of
courge, we want to go into this in as much detail as you
can remember. First of all, was there anything
eventful that happened that night--Saturday night--that
vou recall, or was it a routine Saturday night?

No, the only thing I can recall was that 1t was a
moonlit night. It was a beautiful night! It was nice
and cool out on the decks. #s I told yvou before, we had
no air-conditioning or fane, so moet of the time was
spent on topside to where you could get fresh alr. It
was & beautiful night, and the guys were sitting around
playving cards or shooting dice or whatever they could
get away with without getting caught.

So you did stay aboard that day and that night?

Oh, ves. ©Oh, yes, I hadn't been ashore in ...for some

reason they hadn't given liberty, 1 don’t belleve,
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cutside of going O church.

Generally, when somebody had liberty, what time 4id it
expire?

Eight o clock is when they left, and they had to be back
in by 4:30, 1 believe.

So 1if you left at 8:00 in the morning, you had to be
back at 4:30 in the afternoon?

Yes. The boat left about .00 or 7:30 for shore. 1f
you wanted to make the party hoat, you had +o keep thosee
hoursa.

And vyou had +o  be back that early, then, in the
afternoon—--by 4:30.

Yes, ¥es.

This leads ueB inte that Sunday morning. Give me Four
routine from the time you woke up antil the attack
atarted, and then we’ 11 talk about what happened next.
Well, I'm not one of those heroes that you probably are
thinking of. When 1 got up that Sunday morning...as I
told you, I wae a ghip s CooOkK, and my duiy was toe EO
start preparing food. We had catmeal that morning for
breakfast and apples and toast and fried eggs—-that was
all. 1 normally fried the eggs the Way¥ they wanted
them. 1f they wanted them aunny-side, 1 did it; if they
wanted them over-easy, I did it. Sunday morning wWas
sort of & apeclal day for everybody, 8O they got up

whenever they felt 1ike 1i%T. That Was about the
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procedure. Up until the time 1t started, I had finished
feeding everyone that wanted to eat. The church party
had already left--they leave around 7:00--gnd that wsas
sbout twenty that had gone to church. The rest of them
were sleeping in. I was sitting on the bulwark, a piece
of metal that runs on each side of the ship about four
feet high. Well, I was sitting on that to see if
anybody came to the kitchen to get something to eat. I
was mitting there because it was cooler out there, too.
1 was also sitting on the starboard side of the ship.
5o that was where 1 was when the first plane came Over
from Pearl City toward Pearl Harbor.

Describe what you saw.

Well, at that particular time 1t was a normal procedure
+hat because the Navy pilots needed practice, too, they
had a habit of every once in a while of coming over and
droppling flour sacke--little bags of flour--cn the
ships. As the first plane came aver--they came over 1in
formation--1 could see it coming across over the Dedey
and the rest of the shipa over on the other side. 1 was
where I could see over them as they came in.

So you’ re watching this nenchalantly as it was routine?

Yes, I'm sitting there eating an apprle. I had my
pocketknife. I lost that pocketknife, and I don’t know
whether I ate that whole apple or what happened %o it

fehuckle). As it came over, when 1t dropped its first
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pomb, I thought nothing about 1t. I thought it was one
of the pilots. Then when it blew up, I came off that
bulwark, and I ran down to our quarters. By the time I
got back to the where our sleeping quarters Was, geveral
hombe had dropped by that time. i ran back down to our
gleeping quarters and told my brother to get the hell
out of there, that gomething was going on and I didn"t
wnow what. 5o he jumped out of bed--about the time I
woke him up. = bomb hit--and agtarted helping me wake
them up to get them out of there. We uere at war. He
knew it was Japanese, but 1 didn t. I didn’t know what
they were, 1 told him that they had that big red circle
on the bottom of them. 1 had never saw sanything like
it. He went down and eaid, “Hey, the Japs are bombing
us! The Japs are hombing us'!” (Chuckle} He tock a lot
more active part than I did at that point.

What was the reaction of the crew when vou Were waking
these people up?

“Oh, bullshit!” {Laughter) "Ch, EO ON and leave me
alone! I'm sleeping!” Some said, “This is Sunday!
Don t Yyou Enow that someone wanis to slesep 1in on
Sunday?” Really, nobody had any jdea. But when the
bombs started—--they could hear them--they atarted piling
out of that bed.

In the meantime, has General Quarters gounded?

1t was sounding all along. That, to me, was the
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problem. Before Pearl Harbor we had practiced every
morning--every morning they would practice--so when you
hear 1t sc often, and you go up and a8it on that gun at
4:00 in the morning and wait for sunrise and train your
gun on something that is supposed to be out there and
there’s nothing there, well, it's just routine. And
routine to me is the worst thing in the worid you <can
have. Practice, ves, you ve got to have practice to
learn how to use your equipment; but if it’'s done
constantly, there needs %o be something *to pravent
boredom.

You lose vour edge, in other worads.

Yes, that was the whole thing. But once we came alive,
we were really ready to fight. We could have been dead
before we woke up.

Ckay, eo General Quarters is now sounding. What do you
do?

After 1 get them up--get evervbody out of their beds
that 1 could wake up--1 was the smallest one, 80 I
didn’ t argue with them too much because they were all a
lot larger than I--1 went back up to my gun, which was
gun one, and walted for the regt of the members to show
up.

How were you dressed at that point? What did vou have
on?

Well, I had on my dungarecs and my T-shirt. See, ¥ou
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couldn’t go in the galley without clothes on. This wwas
a "must." In fact, you couldn’t come into the mesg hall
without clothes on. The Navy is very strict about being
dressed.

How long 4id it take for the rest of the crew to get to
that gun?

Well, they were probably manned reglly fast. Some of
them wenﬁ ts +their stations in their ghorte and T-
shirts. But the crders had not been given to coznence
firing at that time. You' re talking about later on.

Did vyou have most of a full crew at the gun falrly
shortly though?

¥o, we only had five men on the gun.

and normally how many would be on that gun?

Twelve, 1 believe, at the least.

I m asguming that wyour first class petty officers and B0
on would have been able to stay ashore overnight and
that sort of thing, could they not?

What do you mean?

Well, they could get overnight liberty, could they not?

Yea.

And they would have not been back.

Yes, but Howard nappened to be there. He was the only

gunner s mate there. Howard was hisz name., He was the

. firat class gunner’ s mate. But he was there for sone

reason. 1 don 't know whether he wWas port or starboard,
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but that particular day he was there.

Okay, s0 you have a portion of your gun Crew there, and
you are standing by. Under those circumstances, with
only & porticon of the gun crew there, could you still
operate that gun? Was it still capable of being
operated?

Oh, ves! 1t was a little slower operation. There d be
a hot shellman, but we dldn’t need him because there
wasn' t enough people there 1o get hurt at that
particular time. He did operate with only five people--
and efficiently. OQOur ammunition was not on the ghip: it
was on the Dobbin, so this ig where the supply ship came
in. We had to pass ammunition across the Dewey--or the
MacDonough or the Hull, whichever one was beitween us and
the Dobbin--and then to each one of the guns. A1 of
our ammunition was gone.

Was 1t standard procedure to unload that ammunition
periodically when you tied up next to the Dobbin?

Ho, but we had...well, 1 guess it was, toe,
hecauge for safety reasons. He had been ocut on target
practice that week before that. BSo we had stacked up--
we five--enough ammunition between the bulkhead and the
gun to start firing as soon as the order was given to
fire.

About how long did 1t take, first of all, to get the

ampunition from the Dobbin over to your ship sco that you
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could commence firing? Now, agaln, this ia time and
everything is happening very auickly and very rapidly,
g0 we re asking you for estimates.

Well, amazingly, I would say it only took thirty minutes
te get all of the ammunition we needed at the particular
time, because everyone seemed to know exactly what 1o
do. 1t was strange how fast you move in an emergency
iike, considering the distance you had to travel from
amidghips all the way up to the bow, which was several
feet. It was like passing the ol’ bucket in the fire
days. Well, thie is the same method that we uged, but
the same men that was on the Hull., between us and the
Dobbin, stayed there, and then we branched out both
wave. Every gun crew would get the ampmupltion--every
other one would go a different direction. We all got
our ammunition and were ready to go.

So when you were satanding by, you ware gtill,
nevertheless, handling ammunition and so on, alsc, as it
was being passed around.

More or less, ves, up until the time we started firing.
Well, before we satarted actually firing, we Hare
underway by thie time, and the captain gave the order Lo
strip the ship for actlon. That s where 1 got hurt
{chuckle).

Okay, 8o when the attack initially starts, you g£o 1o

your battle station; vyou have to wait until the
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ampunition is passed. In the meantime, what do you Bea
taking place away from the ship? W#What do vyou observe
during that period?

Well, you don t have toc much time to lcok when a plece
of ninety-pound shell is hitting you in the belly or &
gixty-pound can of powder is hitting wou; ¥you are
grabbing it. But when you look up, all you see ig smoke
from the battleships. We had a direct line toward the
hattleshipe, and that s what they really were after.

And what do you asee over there?

Well, all you gee is flame and smoke and people runtning
over on Ford Island. Really, to stop and look, a person
would have had to been out of hls mind even t%to think
sbout looking, because you'd get kxilled that way in =&
hurry. Everything was happening all arocund you all at
one time, and the only time 1 really got to sit and
watch was when 1 was eating that apple {chuckle).
Anything else in between...l saw a lot of it. I glimpse
up there and 1 see this; 1 glimpse over hers and I eee
thig--the Curtiss and her ships, the California, the
Arizona, and the Oklahoma. 1 saw them all. I saw all

the bombs dropping when it all started. When wWe WETrs
actually working, I had very little time %o do any
locking.

So you may have actually heard the explosions thatb

destroved the Arizona, but you may not have known at the
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time that it wae the frizona?

Oh, no, I would never say that I saw the bomb that went
down +the smokestack or the one that sunk the Oklahoma.
No, 1 saw them all fall {chuckle].

S0 vou don't specifically remember. then, when the
Arizona blew up?

Yes.

Lescribe that.

Well, it was Just one big ball of fire. That s about
the only thing I remember. What is there to describe
when a bomb hite and a ship or ammunition is blowing up?
T+ just all went at one time. There & no worde for 1t.
I mean, I couldn 't put it into words for you--what 1 saw
or how I felt. It’e when your hair crawls up the Dback
of vour neck and your rear end tightens up. It's Just
gort of a weird feelling, I guess.

I want to pick up on geomething you mentioned a noment
ago . I gather from what you said that once General
Quarterg sounds aboard the Worden, professionalism and
Navy training takes over. There really isn't a whole
1ot of chaos and sc on at that point--everyone knows
what they have to do. Am I correct in saying that?

Yes. But when General Quarters was being sounded, like
1 said, we were supposed have a drill General Quarters
and &8 regular General guarters. However, that wass =

drill General Quarters that they put on. 1 imagine it
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was on a clock system to where it went off every morning
at 4:00 (chuckle}), and that s what happened. Ho, antil
we got them out of bed and got them wp, then they
started acting as a sallor should act. But anyone that
tells you they were prepared is “full of it” all the way

up %o their eyeballe {chuckle}. I will tell anybody
that. If I hed to whip the whole Havy, I"d tell +them

that. We were not prepared!

In picking up on another thing that vyou said =& moment
ago, vyou indicated that the Worden eventually did get
underway. From the time that the first bombs dropped
until the Horden got underway, how much time had
elapsed?

Wwell, I imagine it was close to an hour-and-a-half from
the time it started. It was about 9:30.

How long does it take for a desiroyer normally to gel up
encugh steam to get underway under normal conditions?
dbout four hours. Normally, they take eight Thours.
They build up the steam the morning before or the night
before, and in the morning we are ready to take off.
They build it up gradually; they don 't do it all at one
time, Here, we “poured the coal on' and let her go
{chuckle}.

Okay, 8o you mentioned that the Horden doeg gel up

ateam, but in the meantime, now, has your gun gotten

_ into action?
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We had fired ©before we g0t underway. Yes, wWe had
definitely started firing.

Describe thie action from what you remember of it.

Well, the planes were rather low. Our main problem was
that they were too low. The Curtiss snd her cluster of
shipse was facing us, and the plane would come down in
between us, and they were toco low for us to fire hecsuse
we would hit the Curtiss and her group. These Japs would
{chuckle)...and we really thought that we could throw
our shoe at them and hit them--they were that close.
There would be string of them coming--one behind the
other--between us and the Curtisgs, and then they 'd cone
back +through machine-gunning., As they were machine-
gunning us, 1'd run out...to gshow vou how prepared we

were and how much we really thought that therea wasg & wWar

going on, I'd run out and yell, “"Hey, look, look, look,
look, look!” {Laughter) The bullets were bouncing off
the deck.

1 assume that these were torpedo plane that you wWere
observing.

1 imagine they were, ves. After reading the history on
how those torpedo planes was rigged up, 1 imagine they
were the torpedo planes. Of courees, they uged
bombers, too, On U8,

You mentioned that they were coming in so low that wou

conld actually distinguish the pilots.
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Oh, ves!

Describe what youn saw.

{Chuckle) Like I told you, you conld see their ol shiny
teeth and their big grins, and, well, it just tore wou
up to be able Lo see them that close. We only had iwo
machine guns--two . B0-calibers--one of them mounted
underneath the bridge on each side. They had to be
brought--this is another thing--from the storerocm and
mounted on their mounit outside before they could =start
firing. We had & few problems in that category, too.
Some bridges got shot up because they were mounted
underneath the bridge, and as a plane went over--we had
no stope on our machine guns at that particular time--if
the gunner wasn t watching what he wae doing, which one
of them didn’t, he blowed a few holes in the bridge
{ laughter).

8o the amount of firing that you could de on that number
one gun was limited dues to the tactics of the Japaness
planes and thelr location and 80 on.

Yea. Then we had a direction that we couldn’t fire
hecause of Honolulu. After we had fired a few rounds
and they reported that they were hombing Heonolulu, we
began to realize that gsomebody was shooting in the wrong
direction. 1t was one of the ships farther out. [t was
cura--one of the crulsers. It was probably one of the

cruisers beczuse I don't believe our guns had that

34



Marcello:

Young:

Marcello:

Toung:

. Marcello:

Young:

Marcello:

range. Nevertheless, wWhen they got in that positiocn
where Honolulu was, we gquit firing at t+hat point. We
didn"t try to get them anymore. Our area was limited,
also, by the ships thait were oOn each gide of us. We
could come dogn only eo far. The Dobbin was on our
starboard side, and she was up above ue gquite a waye, 80
we would have blowed her up {(chuckle).

How many rounds do vou think you fired before vyou gob
underway?

Gee, I wouldn 't know.

Would it be less than fifty?

Oh, no, 1t was more like a 150 or something of thie
pagnitude. It was gquite a few.

Did you hit anything that you know of?

One of our gunners got one of the planes. Yes, Wwe got

credited with one. I like the story that we got

thirteen Americang and three Japs (chuckle). We had some
tmerican planes get off of the ground. When we started
firing, anything that moved we shot at. Moast of them we
didn‘t hit. I don "t know whether that was due to the
inaccuracy of the sgulipment we were using or the people
using them, but from the stories I ve read ocur eguipment
wasn 't really all that good at the particular time. I
do know that our torpedoes were not that good.

Yes. You mentioned that the ship getes underway in about

an hour-and-a-half after the attack starte. Deacribe
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what happens at that point. #What do you do?

Well, aa we got underway, the captain gave the order
then to strip the ship for action.

Which meant what?

Anything that was burnablie or explodable--all the paint,
excess rope or line, or anything of this nature--we were
to throw it over the side--get rid of it. We wanted =&
clear space to fight in. In fact, while we were firing,
during the attack, we rolled over a couple of rounds of
live ammunition. 1If you ve ever seen the powder that
they used, they looked like little capsules. They are
all over +the deck, and you are walking on them, and
you ' re crushing then. Anvone who'd have smoked a
cigarette or thrown & match, it would have blew us up
{chuckle}. We didn't smoke; we didn’t have time tc even
think of =2moking &at that particular time. The
ammunition, well, wae just rolling all over the deck all
arcund us.

Okay, &0 now the Horden is underway. What happens at
that point? The attack, 1 guess, 1ls pretty much over by
then, is it not?

The attack is over, yes. We did all of our fighting
while we were tied up alongside the Dobbin. A8 We
started out around the Dobbin and after we got clear of
the Dobbin, on our left-hand side we were facing the

Curtisg and all o¢f her ships. Hone of those g0t
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damaged, that I know of, but as we turned and went
around Ford Island, you could see the dry dock and the
Shaw, I believe that wae the name of the ship that was
turned over in the dry dock there.

That was the Cagsin or the Dounes that was turned over.

The Shaw was the one that blew up--exploded.

The Caasin, ves. Well, that was right in our view.
Over on our right was the battleships. We just had a
picture of all of it. It gives you an eerie feeling.
Here we was eupposed to have been “the mightiest Navy in
the world," and in a matter of an hour the Japanese had
destroyed ue. A country that wasn't as big as the state
of Texas had Jjust wiped us off the map.

What did vou see over there at Battleship Row when you
went past it7?

Well, as we paesed Battleship Row, there was one Dan
that I saw in particular. I imagine 1t was the Arizons.
I don 't know how they were tied up. They were all
battleships to me that were tied in that group. The
battleshlp wae ainking. There was & man standing in the
middle of it fighting a fire as we went by. There wWas
ne way he d get out of it. The flames were fifteen or
twenty feet high, and he was etanding out there in the
niddle of it--fighting it, trying to get out of it--and
there was no way he could get out of it. That' s the

moat horrible thing I eaw--men jumping over the s8ide
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that were still afire and this sort of thing.

Did vou see the Hevada at all during this procedure?

Oh, yea! That was a kick in the butt! As we came oub,
the Nevads wae way away from the other battleships. It
looked 1like there was & small stream--1'd been on the

stream before on party boats and whatnot--and it was
maybe ten or fifteen feet wide; and here the Hevada
locked like she was trying to go up that strean
(laughter). What she had done was that she had been hit
and was trying to get out of the way of the other ships
so that they could get out of there. If she had sunk in
the middle, we would have all been in there to stay, but
she didn't. She went up this little stream, and we &ll
got by her {(chuckle}. Oh, yes, as 1 said, I saw it all
{chucklel, It was all right there in front of me Jjust
like a picture.

Did you perchance see the Nevada when 1t was trying to
get out and when the Japanese were hammering it?

Yes, yes, it was all part of it. It wes all right there.
Can you describe what you saw as the Hevada was moving
out and the Japanese were all over 1it?

Well, have you ever been in a wasp’s neat?

Ho (laughter).

{Laughter) Can you imagine going into a wasp 8 nest?
Tes.

Well, there wae about five planes 211l at one time. They
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seemed to just concentrate on the Hevada--to just pick
on that one ship. If you pick on a waep’s nest, they’ll
come right for you--the whole bunch. That’e just what
it looked like that they did to her. She was the last
one and the only one that was going to make 1t, and they
all just concentrated their power on her. She was pretty
well underway. She was getting out with it, but she
didn"t make it.

I'm assuming that during the attack the Horden, iteelf,
ag well as those other destroyers, were not under =any
direct attack.

We were, yes. We had one bomb dropped that mlssed us
and hit our...that whers I made the statement that they
had hit cur buoy. The Dobbin is tied up to & buoy, and
we're tied up to the Dobbin. This buoy is our central
location. This bomb had hit our buoy at our tail-end.
Qkay, degeribe thie incident because thies is something
that we talked about off the record.

Well, this...

I don’t think vou are going to get court-martialed for
it at this late date.

Well, I 8till prefer them not to think of me &8 a
desgerter or anvthing of this nature. The fighting had
come to a lull, and this plane--one of the last ones in
the group--had come over. The guns were =511 manned, and

we were doing our duty, but this bomb had dropped. I
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iocked around, and I saw no planes ln gight nowhere, and
thiz one had just passed over. My brother was on gun
four, which is above the tollet in the fantail, so I ran
back down the starboard side just as hard as I could go.
He was up on the gun. I couldn't see him at first, so I
jumped up on the torpedo tubes, and 1 saw him. Then I
ran‘back up to ny station. Nobody nigsged me (chuckle).

I was going to ask you if anvbody was velling after wou
asg you left wyvour position.

No, nobody missed me. Hobedy knew I was gone, It was

very important that 1 was up there on the gun. ds I

said, there was only five of us on there, B0 1t was very

_important that evervbody was there.

The Horden is now underway, and I'm masuming you're
trying to get out of the harbor. What you re going %o
do once vou get out there is anybody & guess {chucklel,
but, anyway, what happens at that point?

Well, at that particular peint, I had been injured from
that can of paint when he told us to strip the ship for
action.

I don't believe you mentioned this on tape.

- Ho, I haven't told you that story. That 8 another part

of it.
Okay. Okay. It seems to me that this ie a part of your
gtory.

This is not a hero s story.
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That & okay.

1 told you that the captain gave the orders to atrip the
ship for action, and I told vou what we wWere supposed to
do. HWell, my job was to go down to the paint locker,
whleh 1ie right in the bow of the ship. I threw the

paint from the bottom of the ship up to Jones; Jones

threw it to Shoemaker; Shoemsker threw to Howard; and
Howard, the firet class, threw it over the side.

These are gallon cang?

Gallona or five-gallons, whatever, ves. 1 got down Lo
the last one, and I guess Shoemaker thought that was all
of them. I went back in the corner to get this one, and
I brought it over; and I threw it up. Jeones caught 1it,
but when it got to Shoemaker, he didn’t catch it! Well,
1 was sort of halfway looking up, and that paint can
caught right across here (gesture}.

Right across the head.

Yes. Well, I had nine stitches taken in my head. I

went down to eickbay--thls was as We were pulling out; 1

didn’'t stop during the time we were pulling out--and he
stitched my head up. He said, "I don’'t think I ought 1o
put that on the record.” He said, “At least you could
get shot."” (Chuckle) You see, they have a raling. If
yvou shed any blood, you get a purple heart. I =e&aid,
"Ho, I guess not.”

You didn 't get a purple heart for being hit with a paint
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can (chuckle).

Ok, no (chucklel.

In other words, without looking, you threw the paint can
up, thinking he was golng to catch it; and he didn't
catch it, so obviously it came back down?

Right. It came back down, yes. So when I went in tio
get the stitches, o show ¥you how confused we were, he
didn 't put it on the record. When I went back to get
the stitches out, he said, "Where in the hell did vyou
get them?" I mean, you really didn't tie any of it
together. 1t waz all over and done with before you knew
what happened, juet like being slapped down and looking
around: “Who did that?” (chuckle)

So what did the Hordep then do once it clearsd the
harbor and got out to sea?

We Jjoined the Phelpg and the other ships and satarted
looking for the Japanese. Well, on our way out we
dropped some depth charges. We probably hit encugh fish
to feed the whole fleet arcund there for a while. There
were soundings picked up, and we did drop depth charges
on our way out. It's hard to say--and they tell us we
won't ever know--if we got any of those two-man subes or
not or whether they were larger. We picked them up on
our sonar system, Of course, all kinds of metal was
being picked up at that time.

They evidently have quite a few conventiocnal eubmarines
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operating around the islands and in position even before
the attack took place. TYou easlily could have . detected
gsome of those.

We picked up a lot of soundlngs, and we did drop a lot
of depth charges, but no significant proof came up that
we had gotten them.

There was no confirmation.

No, no confirmation. TYou have to have proof that ¥you
hit them before you can claim a Bill.

While all this is taking place, are you sti1l standing
by at your gun?

Oh, ¥es, every person has his place to be, and you have

to be there.

General quariers is gtill in effect.

Oh, ves, it stayed on for four or Tive days. Iou glept
on your gun--you staved. You didn 1 move.

How long &id the HWorden gtay out?

We came back, I believe, on December 18. We came back
in then.

5o you were out for well over & week, then, after the
attack.

Yes.

That evening of December 7, what was the scuttlebutt

going around? What rumors were going around?

That the Japanese were landing in Californis, and that

Wake Island had fell and Guam had fell.
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Did you believe moet of thoge rumerse?

Yes, we had no reason not to. After we saw what they
had done to us in Pearl Harbor, there wWas no reascn to
doubt that they had ruined us, that we were on our oW,
We felt we either had to whip them oOr we'd go down
fighting. We figured we wourld go down, that there WwWas
no way out of 1%,

I'm assuming that in addition to standing by your gun,
were you alsc taking care of some of your duties &8 A&
cock or not?

Mo, we had sandwiches. When I relieved during 2 glack
period, 1 went down and made sandwiches for the crew. I
wasn’t the only cook, you have to understand. T Jjust
made enough for our gun Crew. The first class cook  WAS
in the magazine, but he made sandwiches. He had to work
that time (chuckle).

By the way. when the HWorden gct underway that day and
got ocut to eea, 1'm assuming that it did not have & full
crew, because there had been people On jiberty and Bo on
that would have probably had difficult time getting back
to the ship.

Right. I belleve the Dewey brought some of them out 1o
us, and the rest of them we picked up when we came back
in from wWhen Wé gpent time out looking for the
submarines.

When you camne pack into Pearl on Decermber 18, degcribe
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what you saw in the harbor even a week-and-a-half later.
It's & eickening sight, I'11 tell vou. You would have

thought, or I thought, "Gee, they cught to have that

mess cleaned up!” It was the Ukah...and as we pitlled
around Ford Island, vou could see all of the

battleships--one of them rolled over, oOne of them
setting satraight down. The smoke was gtill coming out

of all of them: they were still burning long after that.

It was just devastating. You just knew, "Well, there’s

no hope. Ho need to pull back in that harbor again."”

There was nothing there to refuel us or an?thing elee.

But they straightened it out very shortly. In fact, 1t

wag amazing how fast they did get it straight.

At this time, how would you describe your emctione?

Would it be sccurate to say that it was mainly anger at

this point?

Sick anger, I would say. 1t was aort of a sick feeling.

I imagine it would be just 1ike losing c¢lose cnheg--your
mother or father--because all your ghipmates, all the
men that vyou have gone ashore with, all these people
that you have fought with and this sort of thing, they
were dead--they were no longer there. Well, it was Just
like vou'd losat your home and all your family at one
spot as you pulled down through there.

Just from a physical standpoint, is it not true that

Paarl Harbor was fairly clean as harbors of that nature
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go before the war?

Oh, yes, the Navy was always--our Navy anyway; maybe I'm
a& little prejudiced--sort of "spic and span.” The
destroyers got away with a lot more than the cruisers or
bigger shipe. The deatroyer was a amall veasel. On the
bigger ships they had to wear their whites all the time
and everything. You would never sgee oil or anything on
the water. I mean, swimming in Pearl Harbor would bhe
just like swimming in your own awimming pool. That &
how clean it was. We gwam right there in the harbor &
lot of times before Pearl Harbor. HWe would dive right
off the ship. We’'d wash our clothes in the water. it
wae c¢lean. You could see the fish swimning down under
the ship. That s how clear it was. No, there wag no
dirt until after the attack. They messed everyvthing up.
How long did you stay with the ﬂg:dﬁn?

I stayed with her until she went down.

snd this occurred...?

Well, that was January 12, 1943.

And where was it that the Horden went dosm?

She went down in the Aleutian Islande. We thought that
wag a heck of a disappointment, after fighting the
battles in the South Pacific and the Sclomon Islande,
Coral Sea, and a&ll over, ©She had to g0 &1l the way up
there where we had to freeze to sink. That was & blg

disappointment feor us, for her %o sink in the first
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place. We thought therse was no Way ghe could sink, that
we ocould protect her against anything {chuckle].

What were some of the actions that the Horden
participated in after Pearl? You mentioned the Solomon
Izlands, and you mentioned the Coral Sea.

Well, we were 1in all of those South Pacific campaligns—-

Truk, Bougainville, Rabaul, the Coral Sea Battle, and
Midway. We participated in one wWay or another, either
pulling ships in, fighting in them, or whatever. The
Eapikazes were coming and going and this sort of thing.
You were constantly doing something. 1t waen 't like in
the Army where you meet your snemy face-to-face today
and fight it right out then. 1In our case, & day or two
later you'd run into a group of them or they 'd run into
you or whatever, and you ' d glug it out--that scrt of
action.

What were the circumetances under which the Horden went

doun off the Aleutiane?

Oh, that waan t auch an exciting thing. 1+ wag not
heroic by any means. She hit a rock. We went into
Eamchatka. We took stormtroopers in--fifty Army

personnel--to iand on Kamchatka Island, which was
supposed to have been Jap infested. We landed them and
had turned around and atarted out, and on our Way out we
hit a reef. It came up hetwWween our poiler room and our

engine room. The Worden didn’t have & partition hetween
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those two rooms, eo it flocded both compartments at the
same +time. When we first hit the rock, the Dewey, our
gister ship, tried to pull us off. We had a g8ix-inch
nawser from their ship over to ours, and it parted. The
second one, they cut it. When they gtarted trying to
pull, it started pulling them around into the reef, &0
they cut the hawser. As we set there on the rock, it
just Bet there, and everytime it would go down again, it
would go farther. As it went farther and farther and
farther...the order was given three times to abandon
ship before they finally abandoned 1t. It started
before daylight, right after the soldiers had landed,
that we hit the rock, and he gave the arder te abandon
ship. Then the Dewey came on, tied up, tried to pull us
off: +the line parted, and she went around to stern and
tried again. And that s when she cut the rope {chuckle).
S0 that wage & rather ingloriocus way for the Horden to
end its career, coneidering everything that it had gone
through.

Well, it was. As a ship's cook, =¥ duty was at that
particular time to prepare landing party food. We had
to have something to eat if we had to go on this Jap
infested island because we had no way of preparing food
once we got there. So 1 was making sandwiches--not only
me, but there was the rest of the cooks. He were maklng

sandwiches for the whole crew. We made big stacks of
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them. We would wrap them vp and put them on the
lifeboats and 1ife rafts. Unfortunately, all the 1life
rafts except one went down, and one of our lifeboats
sunk.

For +the most part, when you abandoned ship, were VYyou
picked up by the Dewey?

No, I wasn’'t picked up by the Dewev. There was very few
picked up by the Dewev. The Hiddleton was the ship that
picked me up. I was one of the last ones that left the
ship. I walked up onto the boat davit, and the curve in
the boat davit is where I dived into the water--from the
starboard side. She rolled to the starboard, and I
dived into the water at that point. I got about fifty
yards away, 1 guees, before I turned around and looked
back. She'd broke in half! Ag she came to, this good
friend of mine--Robert William Kaiser was his name--was
caught in between the ship as she closed back up. It cut
him right 3in half. That was the end of him, I kept
sWimming. There was a life raft out there, and it was
about that far under the water {gesture) because there
was 80 many men on 1it.

It was about a foot-and-a-half under the water.

Yes, about that. I figured there was no place for me on
that life raft, so I just kept swimming. They tried to
get me to hang on to it, and I'd move away. Two of the

men on the ship--in fact, I met those itwo that was on
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the 1life raft--jumped off and joined me. They said,
"Well, we might as well let it get back up where It
belongs,” 8¢ they Joined me in the sawim. We drifted
apart. I went one way, and they went another.

Az 1 ran out of breath and was getting farther away,
I managed to grab a dehydrated spud crate--potato crate.
They have two cane of potatoes in them. They are about
twenty-four inches by about twelve inches and two of
them to a crate. BSc I hooked my hands over them, one oOn
each end, and put my chin up on the box. That’s the way
1 froze, right like that, (Chuckle) When they plcked me
up...the landing barge that was landing the troops was
searching for survivors, and I was way out in the open
and hesading for the open sea at that particular time.
They spotted me and came to pick me up. As they came
by, the wave hit my box and knocked it away from me, and
down I went. One of the boys on the landing craft
jumped over the egide and pulled ne back up to the
surface. They lowered the front end and scooped me,
water and all, up into it (chuckle}.
How long were you in the water?
An hour.
Just very briefly, then, recount your activities between
there and the end of the war.
Well, the Binking of the Horden wasn't complete at that

particular point. If you look on your map, ¥ou might
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find Forest Hill, Louisiana, on it. One of the fellows
that picked me up was from Forest Hill, Louisiana. I
was ocovered with oil. I guess that s really the only
thing that eaved me, was the oil. He looked down at me,
and he said, "Aren’t you Herbert Young?" He sort of
wiped the oil off of my face, and he says, "Yeah, you're
Herberti Do vou know me?" Well, I couldn't talk, but
he said, "I'm Milford!" He got one of these little one-
shot bottles of brandy, and he pried my lipe open, and
he poured the firat one in there, and he sald, "Hell,
that ain't enough! I°11 give you ancther one!"” I wase
Just a kid. 1°'d never drank anything atronger than
coffee. Well, I did have the wine. He poured another
one down me, and I believe that’s really the only thing
that saved me~-him pouring that brandy 1in me.

They 1lifted me out of the landing barge onto the
Middleton in a stretcher. Well, the HMiddieton abandoned
ship eight hours after that, as you probably know. He
were transferred from there to the frult grower’s ship
that the Army had taken over. It was a troop transport
ship at that time. We were brought back to Anchorage,
Alaska. From there we went back to BSeattle--Bremerton
Ship Yard--and then we got a thirty-day leave. In that
time that I was on the thirty-day leave, I just peeled
like a snake. All my hide came off, and by the time I

went back to New Orleans, whers I had to report in, I
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wag looking pretiy good by then.

Well, we had this dark tan from being in the South
chific g0 long. In fact, my dad told my future wife
when we got married that I was way too black for her
(chuckle). In New Orleans, even after all that peeling,
I was dark. I met my future wife when we put the ship--
the Murray--in commission in Orange, Texas. While we
were in Orange, Texas, my uncle lived in Port Arthur, so
I went to visit them, and that’s where I met my wife.

We left Orange, Texss, and went to Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, and had our shake down. From there we went %o
Trinidad, and from Trinidad we went up to HNorfolk, and
I went to school for a radar technician. From there we
went up to Boaston Harbor, and from there we went back
down through the Panama Canal and back to the Pacific
and joined the fleet again (chuckle).

We did s little more fighting. I got hurt during
the invasion of Tarawa and was put aboard the hospital
ship Relief and then transferred back to the Hurray. I
stayed on there a short period of time. 1 couldn’t da
any good Tor them because the mugcle in my arm was ocut,
sc they transferred me back to the States, where I went
to Treasure Island and from there to 0Oak Enoll Hospital.
They thought they had it repaired. In fact, they did.
I felt pretty good.

They sent me back to Treasure Igiand %o pick up
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another ship. I put the @eneral E.T. €Colling in
commigsion, and then they decided they needed the other
ship put in commigsion. They transferred me from that
one right after it was put intoc commissilon onto the
ddmiral EB.E. Eoontz. That was where they made &

mistake. We went to sea. Mogmog little island we went
Lo, We dropped a load of troops--it was a troopahip.
The ship had given a lurch, and in the lurch 1 grabbed
the ladder, and it broke zll those muscles loose again.
1 had to go back in the hospital, and this time they
discharged me, in 1945, which is thirty days after the
WAr Was over.

How was it that you injured vour arm originally?

By one of the landing craft that came alongside to bring
supplies. It caught me between the depth charges and
the boat and just severed it. It caught me right across
here {(gesture).

Okay, well, I think that s probably & pretty good place
to end this interview, Mr. Young. I want to thank you
very much for vour comments. You saajd a lot of
interesting and, I think, important things about Fearl
Harbor and thereafter.

4s I told you, I was not a hero. I was a live coward
{laughter). I'® glad you asked me for the intervliew. I
looked for someone that would take the interview and not

for profitable purposes. That was my intention. Thanks.
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